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The purpose of this bulletin is to provide Railroad Safety Inspectors with the position the Federal
Railroad Administration has adopted, as a result of an MP&E Technical Resolution Committee
interpretation, for determining and reporting the location of non-complying and/or defective
railroad car components.  The definition of “left” and “right” is defined in §231.19 ,

“Right or Left refers to the side of person when facing end or side of car from ground”

This bulletin further identifies the “A” and “B” end of the car from which the definition will be
applied and provides additional guidance for uniformly identifying various components on a car.

The railroad industry’s generally established and accepted practice for determining the location
of applicable components on rail cars equipped with four, six, or eight wheel trucks is as follows:

C The “B” end of a car is determined by the location of the hand brake.  The end of the car
on which the hand brake is located is the “B” end.  The opposite end of the car is known
as the “A” end.  On cars equipped with hand brakes on both ends, the “A” and “B” end
shall be determined as stencilled.

C When facing the “B” end of the car, the car is divided into four sections known as BR,
BL, AR, and AL.  The order of applicable components on the right side of the car shall
be known as R1, R2, R3, etc...  The order of applicable components on the left side of the
car shall be known as L1, L2, L3, etc...  See Figure A.








